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From the Editor 

  

December and January are always “slow” months around the building.  A year ago we 

were completing the exterior coating project!  It has been a month since a brief Board 

meeting was held to handle routine business so there is no significant new spending to 

report on.  Congratulations and Thanks to all who participated in the Toy Drive, Holiday 

party and Staff Appreciation program.  We are filling the space in this newsletter by 

looking ahead to the Grand Prix in April and a reminder of actions that should be taken 

in the event of a serious earthquake which could happen at any time.  Happy New Year 

and stay tuned for news of what is happening in 2015. 

  

-Stewart Sexton 

  

Holiday Party/Toy Drive 

  

There was a very good turnout for the Holiday party.  An additional table was needed to 

accommodate the bounty of food which was brought by residents.  The committee 

would like to extend special thanks to three people who are not on the committee: Jim 

Witherow for purchasing raffle prizes and Rob Damico for purchasing wine on behalf of 

the HOA and Carlos Suarez for providing equipment and DJ skills for the music. 

  

It is hard to measure participation in the annual toy drive, but the visual impact of all the 

toys around the tree this year looked similar to previous years; the LB Fire Department 

station on Magnolia was very appreciative of the five large boxes of toys we delivered to 

them this year. 

  

November Financial Report 

  

The budget comparison for November was favorable by approximately $27,000 half of 

which is explained by the late presentation of invoices for landscaping and building 

engineering services.  The other half of the budget surplus could be attributed to 

across-the-board expense control for the month.  Even the overall category of 

Maintenance and Repairs was very close to budget despite higher than anticipated 

expenses for electrical and interior repairs.  For the year, the budget variance is positive 

by $60,000 most of which can be attributed to the late presentation of invoices for 



electricity and engineering services and unpaid invoices for one-time expenses for 

window and carpet cleaning.  At this time, it looks like 2014 will finish very close to 

budget projections.  Keep in mind that the picture would be different if not for a 

$32,000 savings on the gas budget. 

  

  

  

  

Staff Appreciation Program 

  

There was a forty percent increase in the number of homeowners voluntarily 

participating in the Staff Appreciation program this year with a comparable increase in 

the total amount collected for the ten staff members who work year-round to ensure 

our quality of life at HPT.  Security guard Wiley Edward’s wife prepared a giant card 

personalized with messages from all staff members to express their thanks to the 

residents which has been on display on the credenza near the front desk.  Thanks to all 

homeowners who participated for their generosity. 

  

  

Committee Updates 

  

Rules and Regulations:  

The draft of the proposed changes to the Rules will be on the agenda for the January 

Board meeting. Following a vote for tentative approval, the Board will seek input from 

legal counsel and then submit a draft to all homeowners for comment before voting to 

approve the final document later this Spring. 

  

Gym Committee: 

Several members of the committee met with a representative of the company which 

provides maintenance for the gym equipment at Aqua in the gym on January 5th.  The 

primary finding was that the equipment purchased approximately ten years ago is of 

such high quality that it should last at least fifteen years.  As a result, the company will 

be providing a quote for the refurbishment of some of the equipment that was 

previously under consideration for replacement and the company will be submitting a 

proposal to replace the current vendor for quarterly (current schedule) or bi-monthly 

maintenance inspection and repair of the gym equipment. 

  

Long Beach Grand Prix to Expand to a Third Weekend in 2015 



  

A few years ago, the three-day motorsports festival which is the Long Beach Grand Prix 

was expanded to a second weekend with two days of Formula Drift competition on the 

weekend before the Grand Prix.  This year, the schedule will expand again to a third 

week with a one-day event two weeks before the traditional Grand Prix weekend.  On 

Saturday, April 4th, Formula E will compete on the streets of Long Beach.  Formula E is a 

new worldwide series of competitions in almost identical battery-powered cars.  Long 

Beach will be the sixth of nine scheduled races for 2014-15 season.  The course will use 

the Shoreline Drive, Pine Avenue, and Seaside Way portions of the traditional Grand Prix 

course meaning that the HPT garage entrances will be altered for an additional day (if 

not an additional week).  Entry to the course will be free for the day which will reduce 

the demand for free viewing by the public from our Promenade, but there will be 

pressure on our Security by people walking-by on Ocean Boulevard and being curious 

about the activity and possibly people looking for free parking for the event.  Stay tuned 

for more detailed information as the event draws nearer. 

  

Reminders from the Management Office 

  

1.     Please submit Architectural Change applications to the Management Office as early 

as possible.  There may be a need to return the application to the homeowner for 
clarification (e.g. missing insurance documentation) before they can even be forwarded 
to the Board for consideration.  Simple requests can be tentatively approved by the 
Board President, but the more complex applications must be approved by the full Board 
(which typically meets only on the last Wednesday of the month).  Work must not be 
started until approval is received. 

2.     During the big rainstorm in December, several units reported ongoing water 

intrusion.  These problems are being investigated.  One possible cause of some water 
leaks is that residents have not shut windows tightly enough to prevent water intrusion.  
There is a rubber seal around the edge of all opening windows.  For this seal to work 
effectively, the vertical handle must be pushed-in tightly against the window frame to 
make a tight seal on the rubber gasket around the edge of the window.  On some 
windows, the latch has not been tightened enough allowing water to enter around the 
edge of the window.  Especially during the rainy season (Nov-Mar) please be sure to 
keep the latch tightly shut. 

  

Calendar 

  

All meetings are held in the P-1 Conference Room unless otherwise specified.  

  

Monthly Garage Sweeping                             January 14                   10:00 – 2:00 



  

Board Meeting                                                January 28                   6:30pm 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

  

EMERGENCY ACTIONS – AFTER AN EARTHQUAKE: 

  

1.      Replace telephone receivers which might have gone “off the hook” during the 
shaking so the telephone can be used.  However, the telephone should be used for 
emergency calls only.  It is recommended that you keep the local Fire (570-2500) and 
Police (570-7238) station phone numbers available at your phone in case the 911 
system is overloaded. 
2.      Check for injuries and fires.  Inspect unit for damage.  Check for water leaks and 
electrical shorts.  Use caution opening doors.  Watch for falling objects. 
3.      Check with other Residents on your floor. 
4.      Assess conditions and determine the necessity for immediate evacuation.  IF life 
threatening, begin evacuation.  Before exiting through a closed door, check for signs of 
fire or smoke under the door and use the back of your hand to test the temperature of 
the door for possible fire in the hallway.  FYI, the front door of the unit is designed to 
withstand direct fire contact for at least 20 minutes before failure.  Check stairwells for 
unsafe conditions before evacuating.  Generally it is safer to remain inside the building.  
Glass and building material may be falling outside the building. 
5.      Report status to the Front Desk/Security (435-2803).  Include injuries, building 
damage and potential hazards.  Call for outside services as needed.  If communications 
are not working select one resident to give status report to Building Management. 
6.      Stay away from windows and balconies.  Remain quiet and calm. 
7.      Monitor conditions and await further instructions.  BE PREPARED FOR 
AFTERSHOCKS. 

If evacuation is necessary: 

a.      Grab your emergency supplies, if possible.  It is recommended that you keep 
an emergency kit (water medicines, etc.) sufficient to support an overnight 
evacuation near the front door of your unit. 
b.      Walk down the stairs. 
c.       Be careful of falling debris, electrical wires and hazardous areas. 



d.      Assemble at a safe refuge area outside and away from the building.  (Note: 
this safe refuge area cannot be preselected.  It will vary depending upon the 
earthquake damage.) 

8.      Listen to radio for emergency reports (KNX 1070 AM, KFWB 980 AM or for Long 
Beach information KKJZ 88.1 FM). 
9.      Discourage spreading of rumors.  Cooperate with all Public Safety Officials. 

  
 


